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Of General Interest 

During the past many months, since the previous Newsletter, I've been 
busy with several other projects. One of which should provide a most 
interesting milestone in the saga of the 1773 Colonial Virginia copper 
Halfpenny. And now, the outcome has born fruit in our "Feature Subject." 

Any time you try to establish a precedent, it somehow turns out to be 
a Federal case. However, the only way to dissolve apathy toward something, 
is to bring more attention to it, with an official acclamation, and to 
honor its historic development, through factual documentation. 


MEMBERSHIPS: Greatly Changed 

We now number: 2h in strength. Last Fall, we acquired Cory Gillilland 
of the Smithsonian Institute, Washington, DC. It is certainly nice to have 
a lady on board. In addition, I want to welcome Jim Kelly to our growing 
roundtable. Jim is the Assistant Director down at the Virginia Historical 
Society in Richmond, Virginia. It is only fitting that such an appropriate 
institution be included among us. 

At the same time, we were also joined by John Davis, the experienced 
"curator of medals and coins," at the historic Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation, in old Williamsburg, Virginia. 

Each of the three above new members has caught up with us in the 
reading of all the previous Newsletters, up through Issue # 05, on the 
"Counterstamps." 

And the newest member is Greg Ruby, from Baltimore, MD. Greg is the 
President of the Baltimore Coin Club and an avid collector, with a strong 
interest in other Colonials. 

And so, our ranks grow more formidable, that you may communi-cate 
among yourselves with greater ease and increased interest, as the 
Virginia Halfpenny begins to recover some of its original glory from 
those days when our Colonial Virginia forefathers first massaged these 
shiny little coppers between their fingers. 


THE GENERATION NEWSLETTER 


FEATURE SUBJECT 


Official recognition and commendation of Eric P. Newman for his revelations 
on the 1773 - Colonial Virginia Halfpenny, by the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

While it has been well known to a few informed numismatists showing an 
increased interest in the 1773 Virginia Halfpenny, that Eric Newman's 1956 
ANS Monograph, "Coinage For Colonial Virginia," and his later "Additions 
- - was a vanguard publication of historic prominence, most Virginians 
had very little knowledge of the actual existence, much less the unique 
importance of these rare Colonial coppers. 

For over 218 years, no one has contributed more to clarify that these 
sharply struck copper coins, intended for distribution within the British 
colony of Virginia, were in retrospect established as the first authorized 
legal coinage of Colonial America - - - a tremendous "first." 

Finally, the sovereign state of Virginia has now reviewed and accepted 
Eric's insights into the mysterious evolution of this Colonial mintage, and 
they applaud his factual chronology as correct and historically significant 

In passing its House Joint Resolution # 271, during January 1992, the 
Commonwealth of Virginia's House of Burgesses and the Senate concurred to 
acclaim the outstanding numismatic research and meritorious achievements of 
Eric P. Newman. 

Noting, of course, that a great deal of the credit for this official 
state resolution must go to the relentless efforts of a few key Virginia 
statesmen, in Richmond, it is actually Eric that stands the tallest for his 
contribution. Now, his work is permanently a fixture in official public 
records of the very Commonwealth that he chose to enlighten. And now, we 
have come full circle. 

Thank you, Eric. You have certainly earned this warm and heartfelt 
official commendation. Perhaps our Colonial Virginia forefathers and 
statesmen might best appreciate and applaud this extraordinary moment of 
numismatic achievement, if only they could observe along with us. They 
would be as proud as we are. 

Enclosed is a copy of the original 1992 Joint Resolution # 271 of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, "commending numismatist Eric P. Newman." 

And so, another unusual and unforeseen event has occurred in the life 
cycle of the 1773 - Colonial Virginia copper Halfpenny - - - - "to protect 
their historic integrity and to promote their welfare." May the awareness 
of Eric's work become common household knowledge, especially in Virginia. 


Sincerely, 



William N. Veach 



Commonwealth of Virginia 
General Assembly 

%®US<S ffMA& 9b£S0$U9&QdfJ/0-. 271 
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